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Once upon a time, 

there was ...

a school in Finland a school in Greece 

a school in Italy 
a school in the Basque Country a school in Turkey 

a school in Belgium 





The 
Individual 
Level

• Making abstract concepts 
concrete 

• Giving children voice / 
hearing their ideas about 
their world

• Involving young minds in 
science





The Local Level

• Connections with Nature and own environment 

through activities and field trips 

• A connection with Nature = a greater feeling of 

belonging

• Nature Discourses – having the language to describe, 

discuss, and understand the environment and 

environmental concepts (also in urban contexts)

• Developing shared values and ideologies to form a 

community of practice

• Involvement fosters awareness and develops 

responsibility





The National Level

• Adding an often-missing, hands-on 

element to the national curriculum

• Raising awareness and responsibility 



The Transnational Level

• The shared responsibility for our Earth unites us 

• Crossing borders makes this concrete and offers a 

broader worldview

• Global communities of practice





GEAR: Global and Environmental Awareness and 
RESPONSIBILITY 



6th grader’s world summit







“Let’s make some kites 

and fly them,” said Italy.

So they 

did.















“We have friends in the 

Maldives,” said Finland. 

“Let’s invite them too!”

So they 

did.





Outdoor 
Pedagogy

• A school eco-garden 

• Insect hotels

• An outdoor 
classroom

• Making green spaces 

in urban schools
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